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(57) Binoculars includes: a first focal adjustment 
lens system; a second focal adjustment lens system; a 
focal adjustment shaft that performs a focal adjustment 
by causing the first focal adjustment lens system and 
the second focal adjustment lens system to move along 
optical axes thereof; and a dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft that performs a dioptric deviation adjustment by 
causing the first focal adjustment lens system to move 
along the optical axis. And: the first focal adjustment 
lens system and the second focal adjustment lens sys- 
tem are respectively housed in a first lens barrel and a 
second lens barrel; the focal adjustment shaft and the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft both are housed 
within a bridge casing set between the first lens barrel 
and the second lens barrel; the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft is linked with the first focal adjustment lens 
system; the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the sec- 
ond focal adjustment lens system and the dioptric devi- 
ation adjustment shaft; and the focal adjustment shaft 
does not hinder the dioptric deviation adjustment by the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft, and keeps a relative 
distance between the focal adjustment shaft and the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft extending along the 
optical axis. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to binoculars 
having a focal adjustment mechanism and a dioptric de- 
viation adjustment mechanism. 

2. Description of Related Art 

[0002] A known example of binoculars having a focal 
adjustment mechanism and a dioptric deviation (diopter 
difference between right and left eyes) adjustment 
mechanism is disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent 
Publication No. H 3-163512. In this pair of binoculars, a 
focal adjustment wheel, a diopter adjustment wheel and 
a main shaft are provided at a bridge portion linking the 
left lens barrel with the right lens barrel. At the main 
shaft, which includes a shaft on the base side and a shaft 
on the front end side, the two shafts are connected with 
each other along the axial direction through a screw in- 
terlock. The shaft on the base side is screw-fitted with 
the focal adjustment wheel by a screw, whereas the 
shaft on the front end side is screw-fitted at the diopter 
adjustment wheel by a screw. Thus, the entire main 
shaft moves along the axial direction as the focal adjust- 
ment wheel is rotated, whereas the shaft on the front 
end side is driven out along the axial direction relative 
to the shaft on the base side as the diopter adjustment 
wheel is rotated. In addition, of the objective lenses pro- 
vided in the left lens barrel and the right lens barrel, one 
is linked with the shaft on the base side and the other is 
linked to the shaft on the front end side. As a result, the 
entire main shaft moves as one along the axial direction 
when the user rotates the focal adjustment wheel, which 
allows both the left objective lens and the right objective 
lens to move along the optical axis to perform a focal 
adjustment. When the user rotates the diopter adjust- 
ment wheel, on the other hand, the shaft on the front 
end side of the main shaft alone is driven out along the 
axial direction to perform a diopter adjustment by caus- 
ing the objective lens linked to the shaft on the front end 
side to move along the optical axis. 
[0003] As described above, the binoculars disclosed 
in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. H 
3-163512 adopt a structure that causes the entire main 
shaft to move for a focal adjustment and allows only the 
front end portion of the main shaft to be driven out for a 
diopter adjustment. As a result, the entire main shaft 
moves within the bridge during the focal adjustment, 
whereas the length of the main shaft increases/decreas- 
es during the diopter adjustment. 
[0004] The size of the bridge where the main shaft is 
provided is determined in advance during the design 
stage by ensuring that the bridge size affords case of 
use. The length of the lens barrels and the length of the 



bridge are both set at particularly small values when de- 
signing compact and thus portable binoculars. If the bin- 
ocular structure disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Pat- 
ent Publication No. H 3-163512 is adopted in such com- 

5 pact binoculars, the length of the entire main shaft in- 
creases as the front end portion of the main shaft is driv- 
en out for a diopter adjustment, and since this reduces 
the range over which the main shaft can be moved within 
the bridge for a focal adjustment, the focal adjustment 

10 range, too, becomes smaller. Namely, when L repre- 
sents the length along which the main shaft can move 
within the bridge, a relationship expressed as; L =L1 + 
L2 is achieved by the range L1 of movement made for 
the focal adjustment and the range L2 of the movement 

15 made for the diopter adjustment. Thus, when the user 
wishes to move the objective lenses by a large extent 
in order to focus the binoculars on an object present 
within a closer range, the objective lenses cannot be 
moved to the focusing position if the diopter adjustment 

20 quantity is significant. This leads to a problem in that the 
shortest focus distance (the shortest possible distance 
to an object that can be in focus) cannot be reduced. 
There is another problem in that depending upon the 
specific movement restrictions that are imposed, the 

25 shortest focus distance may change in correspondence 
to the diopter adjustment position. 
[0005] In addition, the binoculars disclosed in Japa- 
nese Laid-Open Patent Publication H 3-163512 have a 
problem in that play readily occurs as the main shaft 

30 moves during a focal adjustment operation. As de- 
scribed earlier, the shaft on the base side and the shaft 
on the front end side constituting the main shaft are 
linked to each other through a screw interlock. The end 
of the base side shaft is supported at the focal adjust- 

35 ment wheel through a screw interlock as well. The end 
of the front end side shaft is supported at the diopter 
adjustment wheel at which the shaft end is fitted in a 
spline structure or it is supported by a movable rod 
(guide rod) passing through a bridge member linking the 

40 main shaft to the objective lenses. This means that the 
base side shaft is supported at both ends through a 
screw interlock. For this reason, operational play tends 
to occur readily during a focal adjustment. The front end 
side shaft, on the other hand, is supported at one end 

45 through a screw interlock and at the other end through 
a spline structure. While the play attributable to the use 
of the screw is insignificant, the shaft is allowed to de- 
flect to the left and the right by an extent corresponding 
to the difference between the diameter of the through 

so hole through which the guide rod provided at the bridge 
member passes and the diameter of the guide rod. 
Since the diameter of the through hole must be set at a 
fairly large value to absorb the parts tolerance with re- 
gard to the gap between the guide rod and the main 

55 shaft, operational play also occurs when the front end 
side shaft of the main shaft is supported by the guide 
rod. Such operational play at the main shaft occurring 
during the execution of a focal adjustment, and in par- 
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ticular, operational play manifesting to the left and the 
right of the shaft, results in an error with respect to the 
positions of the left and right objective lenses of the bin- 
oculars which, in turn, leads to a dioptric deviation be- 
tween the left and right sides. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The present invention provides binoculars 
having a focal adjustment function and a dioptric devia- 
tion adjustment function, which allows the focal adjust- 
ment to be performed over a wide range. 
[0007] The first binoculars according to the present in- 
vention comprises: a first lens barrel having a first focal 
adjustment lens; a second lens barrel having a second 
focal adjustment lens; a bridge linking the first lens bar- 
rel and the second lens barrel; a focal adjustment shaft 
that is provided in the bridge and operates to move both 
the first focal adjustment lens and the second focal ad- 
justment lens along optical axes thereof for a focal ad- 
justment; and a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that 
is provided in the bridege and operates to move only the 
first focal adjustment lens along the optical axis for a 
dioptric deviation adjustment, and: the focal adjustment 
shaft and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft are set 
parallel to each other. 

[0008] The second binoculars according to the 
present invention comprises: a first focal adjustment 
lens system; a second focal adjustment lens system; a 
focal adjustment shaft that performs a focal adjustment 
by causing the first focal adjustment lens system and 
the second focal adjustment lens system to move along 
optical axes thereof; and a dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft that performs a dioptric deviation adjustment by 
causing the first focal adjustment lens system to move 
along the optical axis, and: the first focal adjustment lens 
system and the second focal adjustment lens system 
are respectively housed in a first lens barrel and a sec- 
ond lens barrel; the focal adjustment shaft and the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft both are housed within 
a bridge casing set between the first lens barrel and the 
second lens barrel; the dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft is linked with the first focal adjustment lens system; 
the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the second focal 
adjustment lens system and the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft; and the focal adjustment shaft does not 
hinder the dioptric deviation adjustment by the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft, and keeps a relative dis- 
tance between the focal adjustment shaft and the diopt- 
ric deviation adjustment shaft extending along the opti- 
cal axis. 

[0009] The third binoculars according to the present 
invention comprises: a first focal adjustment lens sys- 
tem; a second focal adjustment lens system; a focal ad- 
justment shaft that performs a focal adjustment by caus- 
ing the first focal adjustment lens system and the second 
focal adjustment lens system to move along optical axes 
thereof; and a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that 



performs a dioptric deviation adjustment by causing the 
first focal adjustment lens system to move along the op- 
tical axis, and: the focal adjustment shaft is set parallel 
to the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft; the dioptric 

5 deviation adjustment shaft is linked with the first focal 
adjustment lens system; and the focal adjustment shaft 
is linked with the second focal adjustment lens system 
and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft. 
[001 0] The fourth binoculars according to the present 

10 invention comprises: a first focal adjustment lens sys- 
tem; a second focal adjustment lens system; a focal ad- 
justment shaft that performs a focal adjustment by caus- 
ing the first focal adjustment lens system and the second 
focal adjustment lens system to move along optical axes 

15 thereof; and a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that 
performs a dioptric deviation adjustment by causing the 
first focal adjustment lens system to move along the op- 
tical axis, and: the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft is 
linked with the first focal adjustment lens system; the 

20 focal adjustment shaft is linked with the second focal ad- 
justment lens system and the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft; the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft caus- 
es the first focal adjustment lens system to move by ro- 
tating without moving along an axial direction during the 

25 dioptric deviation adjustment; and the focal adjustment 
shaft moves together with the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft along the axial direction to perform the focal 
adjustment. 

[0011] The fifth binoculars according to the present 

30 invention is preferably achieved by that in the second or 
the fourth binoculars: the focal adjustment shaft is set 
parallel to the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft. 
[0012] The sixth binoculars according to the present 
invention is preferably achieved by that in the second, 

35 the third, the fourth or the fifth binoculars: a focal adjust- 
ment operating unit that accepts an operation for exe- 
cuting the focal adjustment from outside, and a dioptric 
deviation adjustment operating unit that accepts an op- 
eration for executing the dioptric deviation adjustment 

to from the outside, are further provided; and: the focal ad- 
justment shaft is linked with the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft without hindering rotation of the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft; an axial direction of the focal 
adjustment shaft and an axial direction of the dioptric 

45 deviation adjustment shaft are parallel to the optical ax- 
es; the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric deviation 
adjustment shaft move along the axial directions in re- 
sponse to an operation of the focal adjustment operating 
unit to move the first focal adjustment lens system and 

50 the second focal adjustment lens system along the op- 
tical axes; and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
rotates without moving along the axial direction in re- 
sponse to an operation of the dioptric deviation opera- 
tion unit to move the first focal adjustment lens system 

55 along the optical axis. 

[0013] The seventh binoculars according to the 
present invention is preferably achieved by that in the 
fourth or the sixth binoculars: the dioptric deviation ad- 
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justment shaft and the first focal adjustment lens system 
are linked with each other via a joint; a male screw is 
formed at an external circumference of the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft; the joint includes a female 
screw that interlocks with the male screw; and the joint 
is allowed to move along the optical axis as rotation of 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft moves the fe- 
male screw from the male screw. 
[0014] The eighth binoculars according to the present 
invention is preferably achieved by that in the third or 
the fifth binoculars: the focal adjustment shaft includes 
a first linking member and a second linking member that 
connect the focal adjustment shaft with the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft and the second focal adjust- 
ment lens system respectively; and front ends of the first 
linking member and the second linking member are 
each formed in a hook shape; opening of the hook shape 
of each of the front ends is facing in a predetermined 
rotational direction with regard to the focal adjustment 
shaft. 

[0015] The ninth binoculars according to the present 
invention is preferably achieved by that in the eighth bin- 
oculars: at least one of the first linking member and the 
second linking member of the focal adjustment shaft in- 
cludes a means for inhibiting rotation of the focal adjust- 
ment shaft. 

[0016] The tenth binoculars according to the present 
invention is preferably achieved by that in the second 
binoculars: two ends of the focal adjustment shaft and 
one end of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft are 
each inserted at a bearing hole formed in the bridge cas- 
ing and supported at the bearing hole. 
[0017] The eleventh binoculars according to the 
present invention is preferably achieved by that in the 
third or the fourth binoculars: the first focal adjustment 
lens and the second focal adjustment lens are respec- 
tively housed inside a first lens barrel and a second lens 
barrel; the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric devi- 
ation adjustment shaft are housed inside a bridge casing 
set between the first lens barrel and the second lens bar- 
rel; and two ends of the focal adjustment shaft and one 
end of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft are each 
inserted at bearing hole formed in the bridge casing and 
supported at the bearing hole. 
[001 8] The twelfth binoculars according to the present 
invention is preferably achieved by that in the seventh 
binoculars: a guide mechanism for guiding movement 
along the optical axis is provided at the joint; and the 
joint is constituted of at least two separate members so 
as to absorb an error manifesting with regard to a dis- 
tance between an axis of the guide mechanism and an 
axis of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0019] 

FIG. 1 shows a cutaway sectional view showing the 
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internal structure of the binoculars achieved in the 
first embodiment of the present invention. 
FIG. 2 shows a cutaway sectional view of the bin- 
oculars in the first embodiment of the present inven- 

5 tion adopting a structure achieved by forming the 
joint with two members and mounting a spring at 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft. 
FIG. 3 shows a cutaway sectional view showing the 
internal structure of the binoculars achieved in the 

10 second embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 shows a cutaway sectional view taken at a 
different position, showing the internal structure 
adopted in the second embodiment of the present 
invention . 

15 FIG. 5 shows a sectional view taken along A-A, il- 
lustrating the spline structure adopted at the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft 6 in the binoculars in 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 shows a sectional view taken along A-A, il- 
20 lustrating another spline structure adopted at the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft 6 in the binoculars 
in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 7 shows a sectional view of the binoculars in 
FIG. 1 taken along E-E. 
25 FIG. 8 shows a sectional view of the binoculars in 
FIG. 3 taken along B-B. 

FIG. 9 shows a sectional view of the bridge 3 during 
the process of assembling the binoculars in FIG. 3 
taken along B-B. 
30 FIG. 1 0 shows a sectional view of the binoculars in 
FIG. 1 taken along C-C. 

FIG. 11 shows a sectional view of the bridge 3 dur- 
ing the process of assembling the binoculars in FIG. 
1 taken along C-C. 
35 FIG. 1 2 shows a sectional view of the binoculars in 
FIG. 2 taken along D-D. 

FIG. 13 shows a perspective showing an external 
appearance of the binoculars in FIG. 1. 

40 DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S) 

[0020] The preferred embodiments of the present in- 
vention are now explained in reference to the drawings. 



[0021] First, the binoculars achieved in a first embod- 
iment are explained in reference to FIGS. 1,10 and 13. 
The binoculars in the first embodiment include a left lens 

50 body 1 , a right lens body 2 and a bridge 3 linking the left 
and right lens bodies 1 and 2, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 
10. The lens body 1 includes an objective lens 101L, a 
focal adjustment lens 1 4, an image erect prism 1 02L and 
a lens barrel la housing them all. The focal adjustment 

55 lens 14 is supported by a lens frame 14a. Likewise, the 
lens body 2 includes an objective lens 101 R, a focal ad- 
justment lens 15, an image erect prism 102R and a lens 
barrel 2a housing them all. The focal adjustment lens 
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15 is supported by a lens frame 15a. On the eyepiece 
side of the left and right lens bodies 1 and 2, eyepiece 
lens units 103L and 103R within which eyepiece lenses 
are internally provided are respectively mounted. 
[0022] One end of a focus shaft (a linking shaft) 13L 
is inserted at the lens body 1 and is linked with the focal 
adjustment lens frame 14a via linking members 14b and 
14c. The other end of the focus shaft 13L is inserted at 
the bridge 3. Likewise, one end of a focus shaft 13R is 
inserted at the right lens body 2 and is linked with the 
focal adjustment lens frame 15a via linking members 
15b and 15c. The other end of the focus shaft 13R is 
inserted at the bridge 3. Axes 115 and 116 of the focus 
shafts 13L and 13R extend parallel to the optical axes 
of the lens bodies 1 and 2. The left and right lens bodies 
1 and 2 are capable of rotating around the axes 1 1 5 and 
116 respectively to allow the binoculars to be folded. 
10023] The bridge 3 includes a bridge casing 1 1 3 and 
the bridge cover 20 covering the bridge casing 1 1 3, and 
within the bridge 3, a focal adjustment shaft 5, a focal 
adjustment knob (a focal adjustment operating unit) 4, 
a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6, a dioptric devia- 
tion adjustment knob (a dioptric deviation adjustment 
operating unit) 7, guide shafts 12L and 12R and a joint 
8 are provided. The focal adjustment knob 4 and the di- 
optric deviation adjustment knob 7 are exposed to the 
outside through the openings formed at the bridge cover 
20 to allow the user to operate them. 
[0024] The focal adjustment shaft 5 includes an axis 
5a and blades 5L and 5R distending to the left and the 
right. The axis 5a of the focal adjustment shaft 5 extends 
parallel to the optical axes of the lens bodies 1 and 2 
and the axes 115 and 116 of the focus shafts 13L and 
1 3R. The two ends of the focal adjustment shaft 5 which 
are inserted at bearing holes 110 and 111 provided in 
the bridge casing 1 1 3 are supported at the bearing holes 
110 and 111. Either of the bearing holes 110 and 111 
(the bearing hole 110 in this example) has a semicircular 
section so as to form a notch (opening) which allows an 
end of the focal adjustment shaft 5 to be inserted per- 
pendicular to the optical axis, as shown in FIG. 7, there- 
by making it possible to mount the two ends of the focal 
adjustment shaft 5 at the bearing holes in the bridge cas- 
ing 1 1 3. When the two ends of the focal adjustment shaft 
5 are mounted, the movement of the end of the focal 
adjustment shaft 5 in the direction of the notch is restrict- 
ed by mounting the bridge cover 20 at the bridge casing 
113 and inserting a projection 20a of the bridge cover 
20 into the notch. In addition, the length a of the focal 
adjustment shaft 5 along its axis 5a is set smaller than 
the length of the bridge casing 113 along the axis 5a in 
design. It is also ensured in design that lengths b1 and 
b2 are set so as to allow the ends of the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 to fit in the bearing holes 1 1 0 and 1 1 1 in the bridge 
casing 1 1 3. Thus, the focal adjustment shaft 5 is allowed 
to move inside the bridge casing 113 along the axis 5a 
and, at the same time, is supported at the bearing holes 
110 and 111 over the entire range of movement of the 



focal adjustment shaft 5. It is to be noted that in a second 
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 3, 4, 8 and 9, the diam- 
eter of one of the bearing holes in the bridge casing 113 
is set larger than the diameter at the ends of the focal 
5 adjustment shaft 5 in design. Thus, the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 can be mounted at the bearing holes in the bridge 
casing 113 without having to form one of the bearing 
holes in a semicircular shape with a notch, as in the first 
embodiment. 

10 [0025] A through hole 112 is formed in the left blade 
5L of the focal adjustment shaft 5, and the guide shaft 
12L passes through the through hole 112. The two ends 
of the guide shaft 1 2L are supported by the bridge cas- 
ing 113. By adopting a structure having the guide shaft 

15 12L passing through the left blade 5L in this manner, 
rotation of the focal adjustment shaft 5 is inhibited. 
[0026] A male screw is formed at the external circum- 
ference of the focal adjustment shaft 5 and this male 
screw interlocks with a female screw formed at the in- 

20 temal circumference of the focal adjustment knob 4. 
While the focal adjustment knob 4 is allowed to rotate, 
the focal adjustment knob 4 is mounted at the bridge 
casing 1 1 3 so as to prevent it from moving along the axis 
5a. Since the rotation of the focal adjustment shaft 5 is 

25 inhibited by the guide shaft 12L, the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 moves along the axis 5a, i.e., along the optical 
axis, as the focal adjustment knob 4 rotates. 
[0027] As shown in FIG. 10, the front end of the left 
blade 5L of the focal adjustment shaft 5 is formed in a 

30 hook shape and the hook connects with and retained at 
an indented portion 114 provided at an end of the focus 
shaft 1 3L toward the left lens body 1 . Thus, as the focal 
adjustment shaft 5 moves along the axis 5a in response 
to the rotation of the focal adjustment knob 4, the focus 

35 shaft 13L, too, moves along the axis 115 and the focal 
adjustment lens frame 14a linked with the end of the fo- 
cus shaft 13L via the linking members 14b and 14c, too, 
moves along the optical axis. The focal adjustment for 
the left lens body 1 is achieved by adopting this struc- 

40 ture. 

[0028] In addition, the front end of the left blade 5L 
and 13L are connected with each other without hinder- 
ing the rotation of the focus shaft 1 3L, and the lens body 
1 can be rotated around the axis 115 of the focus shaft 

45 13L to fold the binoculars. 

[0029] The dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 is set 
parallel to the focal adjustment shaft 5 at the right blade 
5R side of the focal adjustment shaft 5. One end of the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 is inserted and sup- 

50 ported at a bearing hole 1 1 8 formed in the bridge casing 
1 1 3. As shown in FIG. 1 0, the front end of the right blade 
5R of the focal adjustment shaft 5 is formed in a hook 
shape, and this hook is connected with and retained an 
indented portion 1 1 7 of the dioptric deviation adjustment 

55 shaft 6. As a result, when the focal adjustment shaft 5 
moves along the axis 5a, the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft 6, too, moves along the axis 6a. 
[0030] In addition, the middle portion of the dioptric 
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deviation adjustment shaft 6 and the dioptric deviation 
adjustment knob 7 are fitted with each other by adopting 
a spline structure shown in either FIG. 5 or FIG. 6. Thus, 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 is caused to ro- 
tate by rotating the dioptric deviation adjustment knob 
7. Since the hook at the front end of the right blade 5R 
and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 connect 
with each other without hindering the rotation of the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft 6 in this structure, the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 rotates inside the 
hook at the front end of the right blade 5R. Since the 
dioptric deviation adjustment knob 7, which does not 
move along the axis 6a, is supported by the bridge cas- 
ing 113 so that it is only allowed to rotate, the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft 6 alone moves along the axis 
6a if the right blade 5R travels along the axis 5a and the 
dioptric deviation adjustment knob 7 does not move 
along the axis 6a at all. When the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 moves along the axis 6a, the fitted state 
achieved by the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 
and the dioptric deviation adjustment knob 7 is sus- 
tained through the spline structure. 
[0031] A male screw is formed at the external circum- 
ference of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 at 
the other end, and a female screw to interlock with this 
male screw is formed at the joint 8. A through hole 120 
is formed at the joint 8, and the guide shaft 12R whose 
axis extends parallel to the optical axes is inserted at 
the through hole 120. The guide shaft 12R is supported 
by the bridge casing 1 1 3 at its two ends. As a result, the 
joint 8 is driven as the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
6 rotates, and the joint 8 travels to the left or the right in 
FIG. 1 in conformance to the direction of the rotation of 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6. Thus, the joint 
8 can be moved along the guide shaft 12R, i.e., along 
the axis 6a. In addition, when the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 travels along the axis 6a t the joint 8, 
too, travels along the axis 6a. 

[0032] The front end of the joint 8, which is formed in 
a hook shape, as shown in FIG. 10, connects with and 
is retained at an indented portion 1 1 9 formed at the end 
of the focus shaft 13R toward the right lens body 2. 
[0033] Thus, as the user rotates the dioptric deviation 
adjustment knob 7, to rotate the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6, the joint 8 travels along the axis 6a and 
the focus shaft 13R, too, is allowed to move along the 
axis 116. As a result, the focal adjustment lens frame 
15a linked to the end of the focus shaft 13R via the link- 
ing members 15b and 15c, too, moves along the optical 
axes. This allows the focal adjustment lens 15 of the 
right lens body 2 alone to move relative to the focal ad- 
justment lens 14 of the left lens body 1 to achieve a di- 
opter adjustment. 

[0034] In addition, if the rotation of the focal adjust- 
ment knob 4 causes the focal adjustment shaft 5 to 
move along the axis 5a, the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft 6 which is connected with the right blade 5R 
as explained above, too, travels along the axis 6a caus- 
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ing the joint 8 to move along the axis 6a as well. As a 
result, the focus shaft 13R, too, travels along the axis 
116, which, in turn, allows the focal adjustment lens 
frame 15a linked with the focus shaft 1 3R to move along 

5 the optical axes. Thus, the focal adjustment lens 15 at 
the right lens body 2 is allowed to move along the optical 
axes to achieve a focal adjustment. By rotating the focal 
adjustment knob 4 and thus moving the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 along the axis 5a, the focal adjustment lenses 

10 14 and 15 at the left and right lens bodies 1 and 2 move 
as one along the optical axes to perform a focal adjust- 
ment for the left and right lens bodies 1 and 2 at the 
same time. 

[0035] In addition, the front end of the joint 8 and the 

15 focus shaft 1 3R are connected with each other without 
hindering the rotation of the focus shaft 13R, and the 
lens body 2 can be rotated around the axis 116 of the 
focus shaft 13R to fold the binoculars. 
[0036] As described above, the user rotates the focal 

20 adjustment knob 4 to perform a focal adjustment by 
moving the focal adjustment lenses 14 and 15 at the left 
and right lens bodies 1 and 2 at the same time along the 
optical axes in the binoculars in the first embodiment. In 
addition, the user rotates the dioptric deviation adjust- 

25 ment knob 7 to perform a diopter adjustment by moving 
the focal adjustment lens 1 5 of the right lens body 2 
alone along the optical axes. The focal adjustment shaft 
5 and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 are sep- 
arate from each other in the structure adopted in the bin- 

30 oculars in the embodiment and the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 is not allowed to move along the optical 
axes when the dioptric deviation adjustment operating 
unit (the dioptric deviation adjustment knob 7) is oper- 
ated. Consequently, the range over which the focal ad- 

35 justment shaft 5 is allowed to move along the axial di- 
rection is not determined in conformance to the quantity 
of the diopter adjustment achieved through the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft 6, i.e., the distance over 
which the joint 8 moves along the optical axis relative to 

40 the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6. As a result, the 
distance over which the focal adjustment shaft 5 moves 
to achieve focal adjustment is not affected by the state 
of the dioptric deviation adjustment and the shortest fo- 
cus distance remains unchanged. Furthermore, since 

45 the focal adjustment shaft 5 is allowed to move over the 
entire length of the bridge casing 113 along the axis 5a, 
the focal adjustment shaft 5 is allowed to move over a 
wide range to provide binoculars achieving a small 
shortest focus distance. The axial direction of the focal 

so adjustment shaft 5 and the axial direction of the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft 6 are not overlapped with 
each other and parallel to each other. When the focal 
adjustment shaft 5 moves, a relative distance between 
the focal adjustment shaft 5 and the dioptric deviation 

55 adjustment shaft 6 extending along the optical axis is 
kept unchanged. 

[0037] In addition, since the focal adjustment shaft 5 
is supported at the two ends at the bearing holes 110 
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and 111 formed in the bridge casing 113 instead of 
adopting a structure in which it is supported through a 
screw interlock, the operational play to the left and the 
right of the shaft, in particular, is caused only by the dif- 
ference between the diameters of the bearing holes 110 5 
and 111 and the diameter of the focal adjustment shaft 
5, which is not as significant as play attributable to the 
presence of screws. Furthermore, while one end of the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 is supported 
through a screw interlock which connects the end of the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 to the joint 8, the 
other end is supported at the bearing hole 118 of the 
bridge casing 113, and thus, the operational play is not 
as significant as that of a shaft having the two ends 
thereof supported through a screw interlock. Since the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 and the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 do not play much during operation, the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 and the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 are not deflected to the left and the right 
excessively during a focal adjustment, which makes it 
possible to provide binoculars that achieve a reduction 
in the difference between the distances traveled by the 
left and right focal adjustment lenses 14 and 15 caused 
by operational play. 

[0038] The operational play of the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 is further reduced in the binoculars in the first 
embodiment by adopting the following structure. If the 
length a of the focal adjustment shaft 5 along the axis 
5a is large, the length over which the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 is screw-fitted at the bearing holes 110 and 111 , 
i.e., b = b1 + b2 (see FIG. 1) can be increased to mini- 
mize the extent of the operational play. However, the 
length a of the focal adjustment shaft 5 must be set so 
as to allow the procedure of inserting one end of the fo- 
cal adjustment shaft 5 through the bearing hole 110 or 
111 with a notch (the bearing hole 110 in this example) 
via the notch from the direction extending perpendicular 
to the optical axis and then inserting the end on the op- 
posite side at the other bearing hole 111 with parallel 
moving by rotating the focal adjustment knob 4 to be 
performed during the binocular assembly process. If the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 is already connect- 
ed with the focal adjustment shaft 5 when the focal ad- 
justment shaft 5 is inserted, the restrictions imposed 
with regard to the axial movement become more rigor- 
ous compared with the restrictions imposed when the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 alone is inserted by itself and, 
as a result, the length a of the focal adjustment shaft 5 
must be reduced. Accordingly, the front ends of the 
blades 5L and 5R at the focal adjustment shaft 5 are 
formed in a hook shape, with the hooks opening along 
the clockwise advancing direction around the axis 5a, 
as shown in FIG. 11. During the assembly process, the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 is mounted at the bearing holes 
110 and 111 on its own, and then the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 is rotated counterclockwise around the axis 5a 
to withdraw the blades 5L and 5R of the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 (the focal adjustment shaft 5 is in the state indi- 



cated by the solid line in FIG. 11). In this state, the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft 6 and the focus shaft 
13L are inserted as illustrated in FIG. 11, and then, by 
rotating the focal adjustment shaft 5 clockwise around 
the axis 5a, the hooks formed at the front ends of the 
left and right blades 5L and 5R are allowed to connect 
with the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 and the 
focus shaft 13L (the focal adjustment shaft 5 is in the 
state indicated by the 2-point chain line in FIG. 11). Sub- 
sequently, as the guide shaft 12L is inserted at the left 
blade 5L, the rotation of the focal adjustment shaft 5 be- 
comes inhibited. As described above, since the focal ad- 
justment shaft 5 can be connected with the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft 6 and the focus shaft 13L after 
it is mounted at the bridge casing 113 in the binoculars 
achieved in the embodiment, the focal adjustment shaft 
5 can be mounted at the bridge casing 1 1 3 by itself. Con- 
sequently, the length a of the focal adjustment shaft 5 
can be increased to realize a focal adjustment shaft 5 
with less operational play. As a result, binoculars in 
which the operational play causes only a small differ- 
ence between distances traveled by the left and right 
focal adjustment lenses 14 and 15 can be provided. 
[0039] In addition, the operational play at the joint 8 
may be reduced by forming the joint 8 of two members, 
a joint 8a and a joint 8b, as shown in FIG. 2. The struc- 
ture shown in FIG. 2 is now explained. The distance be- 
tween the axis 6a of the dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft 6 and the axis 121 of the guide shaft 12R varies 
among individual products in reality due to parts produc- 
tion errors. Such inconsistency must be corrected in the 
structure illustrated in FIG. 1 by setting the diameter of 
the through hole 120 at the joint 8 through which the 
guide shaft 12R passes larger than the diameter of the 
guide shaft 1 2R by a degree corresponding to the de- 
gree to which the error with regard to the distance be- 
tween the axes needs to be corrected to create play 
along the radial direction or by allowing significant play 
at the screws interlocking the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft 6 and the joint 8. However, the operational 
play of the joint 8 increases in either case, which results 
in deflection of the joint 8 to the left and the right of the 
axis 121 creating a difference between the distances 
traveled by the left and right focal adjustment lenses 14 
and 15. 

[0040] Accordingly, the joint 8 is constituted by using 
two parts, i.e., the joint 8a and the joint 8b, to achieve a 
structure which allows the position of the area over 
which the joint 8a and the joint 8b are linked with each 
other to be adjusted in the direction extending along the 
distance between the axis 6a of the dioptric deviation 
adjustment shaft 6 and the axis 121 of the guide shaft 
12R, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 12. Namely, an indent- 
ed portion 122 of the joint 8a toward the dioptric devia- 
tion adjustment shaft is fitted with a projecting portion 
123 of the joint 8b toward the guide shaft 12R, with the 
fitting length set in design so as to tolerate an error d 
along the distance between the axis 6a of the dioptric 
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deviation adjustment shaft 6 and the axis 121 of the 
guide shaft 12R. As a result, the error with regard to the 
distance between the axis 6a of the dioptric deviation 
adjustment shaft 6 and the axis 121 of the guide shaft 
12R can be absorbed at the area where the joints 8a 
and 8b are fitted with each other to eliminate the need 
to set a large diameter for the through hole 120 through 
which the guide shaft 12R passes and the like, which, 
in turn, makes it possible to manufacture the parts based 
upon the diameter of the through hole 120 set without 
taking into consideration the correction quantity neces- 
sary for correcting the error in the distance between the 
axes and the value representing the screw interlock 
play. Consequently, the play in the joints 8a and 8b to 
the left and the right of the axis 121 is reduced to provide 
binoculars achieving a reduction in the difference be- 
tween the distances traveled by the left and right focal 
adjustment lenses 14 and 15. 

[0041] While the joint 8b, which has an odd-looking 
shape, can be manufactured through molding, the di- 
ameter of the through hole 120 needs to incline along 
the axis 121 so as to create a draft that allows the mold- 
ed joint to be eased out of the molding die. Accordingly, 
in order to minimize operational play from occurring at 
the joint 8b as a result of the increase in the diameter of 
the through hole 120 due to the presence of the draft, a 
ring 11, which fits with the guide shaft 12R may be 
mounted at one end of the through hole 120. The use 
of such a ring further reduces the operational play of the 
joint 8b. 

[0042] A spring 1 6 may be inserted between a projec- 
tion 124 formed at the external circumference of the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft 6 and the joint 8a, as 
shown in FIG. 2, in order to prevent the screw play oc- 
curring over the area where the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6 and the joint 8a are connected through 
a screw interlock. Since the spring 16 applies a force to 
the joint 8a toward the end of the dioptric deviation ad- 
justment shaft 6, the female screw at the joint 8a is 
pressed against the male screw provided at the external 
circumference of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
6 along the axis 6a to suppress the screw play. Conse- 
quently, the extent of the operational play at the joint 8a 
is reduced. 

-Second Embodiment- 

[0043] Next, the binoculars achieved in a second em- 
bodiment of the present invention is explained in refer- 
ence to FIGS. 3, 4 and 8. 

[0044] While the basic structure adopted in the binoc- 
ulars in the second embodiment are similar to those of 
the binoculars in the first embodiment, the second em- 
bodiment differs from the first embodiment in that the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 is provided at the center of the 
bridge casing 113. as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, with the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 provided under the 
focal adjustment shaft 5. Accordingly, while the left 



blade 5L of the focal adjustment shaft 5 is formed in a 
shape similar to that of the left blade in the first embod- 
iment, the right blade 5R extends downward from the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 to connect with the dioptric de- 
5 viation adjustment shaft 6, as shown in FIG. 8. As in the 
first embodiment, the openings of the hooks formed at 
the front ends of the left and right blades 5R and 5L are 
set along the advancing direction of a clockwise rotation 
of the focal adjustment shaft 5 around the axis 5a. In 
addition, the focal adjustment knob 4 is provided at the 
end of the bridge casing 113 toward the object and the 
dioptric deviation adjustment knob 7 is provided at the 
end of the bridge casing 113 toward the eyepieces. The 
joint connecting the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
6 and the focus shaft 1 3R is constituted of two members, 
the joint 8a and the joint 8b as in the structure illustrated 
in FIG. 2, which has been explained in reference to the 
first embodiment, to absorb the error with regard to the 
distance between the axes. 

[0045] By providing the dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft 6 under the focal adjustment shaft 5, the width of 
the focal adjustment shaft 5, which includes the left and 
right blades 5R and 5L is reduced in the binoculars in 
the second embodiment. For this reason, if the focal ad- 
justment shaft 5 is rotated counterclockwise around the 
axis 5a when mounting the focal adjustment shaft 5 at 
the bridge casing 113 during the binocular assembly 
process, the blades 5L and 5R of the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 can be withdrawn further (the focal adjustment 
shaft 5 is in the state indicated by the solid line in FIG. 
9). As a result, the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 
and the focus shaft 1 3L can be inserted with ease. Then, 
by rotating the focal adjustment shaft 5 clockwise 
around the axis 5a, the hooks formed at the front ends 
of the left and right blades 5L and 5R are allowed to 
connect with the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 6 
and the focus shaft 13L (the focal adjustment shaft 5 is 
in the state indicated by the 2-point chain line in FIG. 9), 
and the guide shaft 12L is inserted at the left blade 5L 
to prevent the focal adjustment shaft 5 from rotating 
around the axial direction. The binoculars in the second 
embodiment, which allow the blades 5L and 5R of the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 to withdraw further during the 
assembly process, facilitate the assembly work, achiev- 
ing an advantage of higher production efficiency. Since 
other structural features and functions are similar to 
those of the binoculars in the first embodiment, their ex- 
planation is omitted. 

[0046] In the second embodiment, the focal adjust- 
ment shaft 5 and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
6 are set in a direction roughly or substantially perpen- 
dicular to a plane including the first lens barrel and the 
second lens barret (a horizontal plane of the bridge cas- 
ing 113 or a horizontal plane of the binoculars itself). 
[0047] It is to be noted that while the guide shaft 1 2L. 
is inserted at the left blade 5L to inhibit rotation of the 
focal adjustment shaft 5 in the first and second embod- 
iments explained above, it goes without saying that the 
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rotation of the focal adjustment shaft 5 may be inhibited 
by adopting another structure. For instance, a guide 
groove may be provided at a portion of the bridge casing 
113 and part of the left blade 5L may be connected and 
retained at the guide groove to prevent the focal adjust- 
ment shaft 5 from rotating. Alternatively, a projection 
may be formed at a portion of the bridge casing 113 or 
the bridge cover 20 to retain part of the left blade 5L and/ 
or right blade 5R with the inhibit to prevent rotation. 
[0048] While the guide shaft 1 2R is utilized as a mech- 
anism for guiding the joint 8 or 8b in the first and second 
embodiments explained above, any other mechanism 
such as a guide groove that connects with the end of 
the joint 8 or 8b may be utilized instead of the guide shaft 
12R. 

[0049] In addition, while the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft 6 causes the focal adjustment lens 15 to 
move in order to perform a diopter adjustment in the bin- 
oculars achieved in the first and the second embodi- 
ments, the focal adjustment lens 14 instead of the focal 
adjustment (ens 15 may be caused to move. 
[0050] The above described embodiments are exam- 
ples, and various modifications can be made without de- 
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1. Binoculars comprising: 

a first lens barrel having a first focal adjustment 
lens; 

a second lens barrel having a second focal ad- 
justment lens; 

a bridge linking the first lens barrel and the sec- 
ond lens barrel; 

a focal adjustment shaft that is provided in the 
bridge and operates to move both the first focal 
adjustment lens and the second focal adjust- 
ment lens along optical axes thereof for a focal 
adjustment; and 

a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that is pro- 
vided in the bridge and operates to move only 
the first focal adjustment lens along the optical 
axis for a dioptric deviation adjustment, where- 
in: 
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the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft are set parallel 
to each other. so 

2. Binoculars comprising: 

a first focal adjustment lens system; 
a second focal adjustment lens system; 55 
a focal adjustment shaft that performs a focal 
adjustment by causing the first focal adjustment 
lens system and the second focal adjustment 



lens system to move along optical axes thereof; 
and 

a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that per- 
forms a dioptric deviation adjustment by caus- 
ing the first focal adjustment lens system to 
move along the optical axis, 



wherein: 



the first focal adjustment lens system and the 
second focal adjustment lens system are re- 
spectively housed in a first lens barrel and a 
second lens barrel; 

the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft both are housed within 
a bridge casing set between the first lens barrel 
and the second lens barrel; 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft is linked 
with the first focal adjustment lens system; 
the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the sec- 
ond focal adjustment lens system and the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft; and 
the focal adjustment shaft does not hinder the 
dioptric deviation adjustment by the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft, and keeps a relative 
distance between the focal adjustment shaft 
and the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft ex- 
tending along the optical axis. 



30 3. Binoculars comprising: 



a first focal adjustment lens system; 

a second focal adjustment lens system; 

a focal adjustment shaft that performs a focal 

adjustment by causing the first focal adjustment 

lens system and the second focal adjustment 

lens system to move along optical axes thereof; 

and 

a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that per- 
forms a dioptric deviation adjustment by caus- 
ing the first focal adjustment lens system to 
move along the optical axis, 

wherein: 

the focal adjustment shaft is set parallel to the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft; 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft is linked 
with the first focal adjustment lens system; and 
the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the sec- 
ond focal adjustment lens system and the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft. 

4. Binoculars comprising: 

a first focal adjustment lens system; 

a second focal adjustment lens system; 

a focal adjustment shaft that performs a focal 



9 



17 



EP 1 279 987 A2 



18 



adjustment by causing the first focal adjustment 
lens system and the second focal adjustment 
lens system to move along optical axes thereof; 
and 

a dioptric deviation adjustment shaft that per- 5 
forms a dioptric deviation adjustment by caus- 
ing the first focal adjustment lens system to 
move along the optical axis, 

wherein: 10 

the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft is linked 
with the first focal adjustment lens system; 
the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the sec- 
ond focal adjustment lens system and the di- *5 
optric deviation adjustment shaft; 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft causes 
the first focal adjustment lens system to move 
by rotating without moving along an axial direc- 
tion during the dioptric deviation adjustment; 20 
and 

the focal adjustment shaft moves together with 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft along 
the axial direction to perform the focal adjust- 
ment. 25 

5. Binoculars according to claim 2 or 4, wherein: 

the focal adjustment shaft is set parallel to the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft. 30 

6. Binoculars according to claim 2, 3, 4, or 5, further 
comprising: 

a focal adjustment operating unit that accepts 35 
an operation for executing the focal adjustment 
from outside; and 

a dioptric deviation adjustment operating unit 
that accepts an operation for executing the di- 
optric deviation adjustment from the outside, <o 
wherein: 

the focal adjustment shaft is linked with the 
dioptric deviation adjustment shaft without 
hindering rotation of the dioptric deviation 45 
adjustment shaft; 

an axial direction of the focal adjustment 
shaft and an axial direction of the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft are parallel to 
the optical axes; so 
the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric 
deviation adjustment shaft move along the 
axial directions in response to an operation 
of the focal adjustment operating unit to 
move the first focal adjustment lens system 55 
and the second focal adjustment lens sys- 
tem along the optical axes; and 
the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft ro- 



tates without moving along the axial direc- 
tion in response to an operation of the di- 
optric deviation operation unit to move the 
first focal adjustment lens system along the 
optical axis. 

7. Binoculars according to claim 4 or 6, wherein: 

the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft and the 
first focal adjustment lens system are linked 
with each other via a joint; 
a male screw is formed at an external circum- 
ference of the dioptric deviation adjustment 
shaft; 

the joint includes a female screw that interlocks 
with the male screw; and 
the joint is allowed to move along the optical 
axis as rotation of the dioptric deviation adjust- 
ment shaft moves the female screw from the 
male screw. 

8. Binoculars according to claim 3 or 5, wherein: 

the focal adjustment shaft includes a first link- 
ing member and a second linking member that 
connect the focal adjustment shaft with the di- 
optric deviation adjustment shaft and the sec- 
ond focal adjustment lens system respectively; 
and 

front ends of the first linking member and the 
second linking member are each formed in a 
hook shape; 

opening of the hook shape of each of the front 
ends is facing in a predetermined rotational di- 
rection with regard to the focal adjustment 
shaft. 

9. Binoculars according to claim 8, wherein: 

at least one of the first linking member and the 
second linking member of the focal adjustment 
shaft includes a means for inhibiting rotation of 
the focal adjustment shaft. 

10. Binoculars according to claim 2, wherein: 

two ends of the focal adjustment shaft and one 
end of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
are each inserted at a bearing hole formed in 
the bridge casing and supported at the bearing 
hole. 

11. Binoculars according to claim 3 or 4, wherein: 

the first focal adjustment lens and the second 
focal adjustment lens are respectively housed 
inside a first lens barrel and a second lens bar- 
rel; 
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the focal adjustment shaft and the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft are housed inside a 
bridge casing set between the first lens barrel 
and the second lens barrel; and 
two ends of the focal adjustment shaft and one 
end of the dioptric deviation adjustment shaft 
are each inserted at bearing hole formed in the 
bridge casing and supported at the bearing 
hole. 

12. Binoculars according to claim 7, wherein: 

a guide mechanism for guiding movement 
along the optical axis is provided at the joint; 
and 

the joint is constituted of at least two separate 
members so as to absorb an error manifesting 
with regard to a distance between an axis of the 
guide mechanism and an axis of the dioptric de- 
viation adjustment shaft. 20 
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SECTIONAL VIEW ALONG A-A 
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